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November Newsletter
Triangle Bonsai Society
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NEXT MEETING
SUNDAY November 4, 2018   1:30 PM- 4 PM

Guest artist: Arthur Joura. Curator NC Bonsai Museum at Asheville
 

CLUB MEETING location:
Commons Building or Agricultural Extension Service, Wake County Office Park -

4001 Carya Dr, Raleigh, NC, 27610
 

The Winter Silhouette show is coming up on the first weekend in December.  This
is an excellent opportunity for TBS members and the bonsai community to see
examples of excellent bonsai trees.  In addition, there will be demos/lectures by
four internationally known bonsai artists - Bill Valavanis, Rodney Clemons, Owen
Reich and Tyler Sherrod.  Finally, there are 54 tables of vendors selling pre-bonsai,
bonsai, pots, and supplies.  There is an auction at 5PM Saturday of items donated
by the vendors. 
 

Saturday December 1, 2018
Open to public 10 AM- 6 PM

Bonsai demos 10 AM Rodney Clemons
    and 1 PM William Valavanis

Auction: 5 PM open to everyone.
7 PM  Dinner Banquet at 46 Restaurant by reservation only

Sunday December 2, 2018
Bonsai Critique by WIlliam Valavanis  9 AM -10 AM 

Open to public 10 AM-3 PM
Bonsai demos 10 AM  Tyler Sherrod

   and 1 PM Owen Reich
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   and 1 PM Owen Reich
 

Kannapolis is just off I-85 about 20 minutes north of Charlotte.  The show is held in an
exceptional marble-lined 4 story dome (150 Research Campus Drive, Kannapolis

28081).  Admission is free, parking is free.  
 

I invite you all to come and to bring others interested in learning more about fine bonsai.
You can learn from looking at pictures in books, but seeing trees in 3-D is so much

better.
 

More info is available online at winterbonsai.net
 

Steve Zeisel
3 PM Show closes

http://www.winterbonsai.net/
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Monthly Message from the TBS VP
As all of you know, on September 22nd and 23rd TBS hosted Mauro Stemberger,

fresh off his role as judge the 6th National competition in Rochester, NY. Mauro led
an all day workshop on Saturday, a half day BYOT workshop on Sunday morning,

and a demo for the club meeting on Sunday afternoon. The full day workshop
offered a vivid display of his skills. The outcome was five great trees and five very

happy members.
A word to the wise: the tree in the middle of the picture belongs to TBS and will be

auctioned off during our December meeting.

October has been busy, as it usually is. Don Kimball led the TBS contingent at the
annual Bonsai Expo in Asheville, NC. At the same time (yes, two years in a row of
overlap..) Michael Markoff and Ken Hallatt led the State Fair team. Both displays
were very successful; we have already acquired four new members through our

State Fair Membership special and we are very much looking forward to
introducing them to the art of bonsai during the two workshops specifically

scheduled for them on November 17 and 18. As it’s customary, a total of 14 ribbons
were awarded during the fair; Michael’s stunning semi cascade juniper won the

Best in Show, while Phyllis’s beautiful Hinoki Cypress “Sekka” forests on a
gorgeous rock ran away with the People’s Choice Award. Congratulations to all
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winners! A particular thanks goes to Jon Biggers who is always, without exception,
the most reliable volunteer; Jon opened the display for us every morning of the
Fair! Jon has been a member for a short period of time, but in that time he has

made a big difference. As the Vice President of the club, it falls on me to coordinate
all programs for the club, but rest assured that nothing would be possible without

the contributions of all of you, fellow members. For every hour you spend
strengthening TBS and bringing more people to the living art of bonsai, I am very

thankful.
In November we welcome Arthur Joura, fresh off another great Bonsai Expo. This

year the guest of honor was none less than Bjorn Bjorholm, world renowned bonsai
expert and proprietor of the recently dedicated nursery in Nashville, TN, Eisei-en

(www.eisei-en.com). While I was unable to make it to Asheville this year, I have no
doubt that Bjorn dazzled with his skills. A special master for a special show. A show

whose nature is a reflection of its creative engine, Arthur Joura. In his post-Expo
newsletter to all volunteers Arthur summarized his feelings about the Expo in a

beautiful paragraph that I decided to quote here in its entirety:
 

“The Carolina Bonsai Expo is a wonderful thing. The fact that it is so has less to do
with the quality of the work being exhibited and more to do with the way it operates.
I take nothing away from the quality of the bonsai and ikebana on display - there is
much to be admired in it. And when referencing the way the Expo operates, I am
intending something beyond the basic mechanics of organizing and conducting a

show, those activities I mostly associate with the Arboretum as the hosting entity. In
the sense I am meaning, operation refers to the way the Expo conducts itself, the

spirit in which it exists. To my way of seeing it, the spirit of the Expo is one of
enjoyment, friendliness and harmony. So much of the credit for this belongs to all of

you. I can think of other shows where the quality of the work on display might be
better than what the Expo typically offers, but I cannot recall another show where

so many people seem to have such a good time. Any occasion where thousands of
people come together and most of them are happy, qualifies for being described as

wonderful.”

http://www.eisei-en.com/
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Great depth to these words! I believe they truly express how many of us feel about

the Bonsai Expo and why we all consider Arthur such a good friend and a good
soul. We are looking forward to his company once again and to hearing the latest

about his work with the only permanent collection of bonsai in North Carolina. Don’t
miss it!

A Trip To Crespi Bonsai
You wouldn’t give Parabiago a second thought; it is a small, unassuming town in
the stretch of flat countryside between Milan and its airport. While the area has

historically significance as the site of many battles during the 18th and 19th
century, there is little to no reason to take a trip there unless.. well, unless you are a
bonsai lover. It so happens that Luigi Crespi, back in 1979, decided to start a small
business called Crespi Bonsai; as he and his family approach the 40th anniversary

of the company, Crespi Bonsai is now a solid reality in the world of bonsai.
Hundreds of thousands of quality bonsai in stock, a delightful Bonsai Museum, the

Crespi Cup, and the Bonsai University are just a few of the highlights of a
wonderful bonsai presence.

I recently took a trip to Crespi, my second one, and it did not disappoint. I actually
had a chance to chat with Signor Luigi, a thin frame man in his golden years who
thinks of himself as “a farmer.” He told me about how he fell in love with the art in

his youth, how he managed to make it a family business (at closing time on
Saturday evening all four members of the family were still running the show), and
how the business as it currently stands is yet to fulfill his vision; there are portions
of his dream he has yet to realize. He invited my friends and I to visit the private
area of the nursery with its beautiful Japanese garden. The centerpiece of the

garden is a stunning forest of over 35 Ezo Spruces, ranging in height between 2
and 6 feet, on a massive slab. Absolutely breathtaking.
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Next up was the Bonsai Museum, a stunning collection of both evergreen and
deciduous trees, as well as marvelous antique Chinese and Japanese containers.

The crown jewel of the Museum is the Millenial Ficus, a 9 feet tall bonsai in a
container I would estimate to be about 6 feet wide. Hard to take a good picture of

such a behemoth, but this may give you an idea.
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The tree originates from China and it took Mr. Crespi 25 years of negotiations with
the Chinese government to obtain permission to import. The tree sits in its own

greenhouse surrounded by other trees, antique bonsai manuals, stones, and the
reproductions of two clay Chinese imperial soldiers, the guardians of an ancient

living treasure.
Last, but not least, it was time for shopping! The portion of the nursery that

showcases the high end trees was worth a visit but, alas, both prices and current
FDA regulations prevented any addition to my collection. Here are a couple of

pictures to give you an idea of the level of refinement that can be acquired by a
bonsai lover with deep pockets.
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I managed to drop a few bucks in the wonderful containers and supplies section.
The backpack on the trip home was filled to the brim with books, magazines, pots,

and a lovely bronze figurine of a deer: a good haul..
What I really wanted, of course, was the gorgeous Ezo spruce forest. When I asked

Mr. Crespi if I could have it, he answered without hesitation: “if you can lift it, it’s
yours..”

 
Gabe

 
TBS Bonsai Library

Borrow a book!
 

 

Link to the TBS LIBRARY

The TBS Website   
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